														

 C Y N G O R   T R E F   C A E R F F I L I
C A E R F F I L I   T O W N   C O U N C I L
														
CLERC Y TREF: 									     MAER Y TREF:
TOWN CLERK:									     TOWN MAYOR: 
P G Davy		                							     Cllr M Prew

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE CAERPHILLY TOWN COUNCIL        HELD BY MULTI LOCATION ON 19TH OCTOBER 2026

Present:

Councillors P J Bevan, M Downes, J Fussell, J Grenfell, S Kent, A Broughton Pettit, J Pettit, M Prew

Apologies:

Councillors C Elsbury, C Lewis, P Reed, D Roberts

In Attendance:

M Bennett, Turley Consultants; P Marsden, M&S

L Gibbs, L Allart, Gwent Police

P G Davy, Town Clerk

Representatives on behalf of Marks and Spencer outlined proposals for a new food only store on the Gallagher Retail Park. The proposal would utilise an existing building and create 70 jobs. The proposal was subject to current planning applications. The new store is expected to open mid 2027.

55 	MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21 SEPTEMBER 2026

Minutes of the Ordinary Town Council meeting held on 21 September were received, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.



														

Address: The Twyn Community Centre The Twyn Caerphilly CF83 IJL
Telephone: Caerphilly 07950 935822
 E-mail: caerphillytowncouncil@outlook.com
                       Office hours: By Appointment Monday to Friday


56 	MATTERS ARISING

Minute 48

A response had been received from CCBC relating to weed treatment and tree pruning and circulated to the Members.

57 	COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS

Gwent Police had provided a written report which highlighted:

· Several Nissan Juke’s had been stolen throughout the county borough. Police recommended use of Faraday pouches to prevent key cloning
· Homeless male at Caerphilly Leisure Centre had moved
· Break in at Next unit on Gallagher Retail Park and tools stolen
· Engagement events at St Catherine’s Court, St Helen’s Church, and Plas y Felin school
· Ongoing patrols at Morgan Jones Park, Churchill Park, Caerphilly Mountain layby
· Patrols continue relating to offroad bikes, e-scooters and e-bikes – action is only possible if riders can be identified
· Speed monitoring on Mountain Road has been repeated

Members raised the following:

· Groups of people congregating opposite Sports Direct, recent police activity had related to an arrest for shoplifting
· Highway safety at Picaddilly junction on approach from the south

58 	TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor had attended a charity event at Caerphilly Social Club, the Castle to Castle run to raise funds for Velindre Hospital and a Gala concert at St Helen’s Church.

59 	ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

Reference was made to the Welsh Government Town Boost initiative that had been piloted in Abertillery, Llantwit Major and Abergele as a hands on, community engaged approach to town centre regeneration. It was agreed to refer to the Events Working Group to consider whether benefits of the approach demonstrated by the programme could be adapted for Caerphilly town centre.

60 	TOWN CLERK’S REPORTS

1 Tender for the supply and maintenance of summer floral displays and maintenance of permanent pavement planters

Changes were noted from the previous contract, and the new tender relates to 61 hanging baskets, 6 rail planters, 3 three tier planters and 19 permanent pavement planters. Only one tender had been received. Having regard to financial regulation 11.9 it was resolved:

To award the contract to J S Lee Services Ltd in the sum of £12639.92 + vat for 2027 and with the option for a further two years (2028 and 2029) together with an additional cost of £5.50 per plant for any replacements in the permanent pavement planters.
The contractor had suggested that the colour scheme for the floral displays in 2027 could reflect the Tour de France that would pass through Caerphilly on 4 July 2027. (The Tour de France uses four jersey colours – yellow, green, polka dot (red), and white).

2 Q2 Budget Monitoring

Expenditure in the period 1 April 2026 to 30 September 2026 was £50551.17 which represents 38% of the budget approved in November 2025. The budget estimate for the two day Christmas Event had reduced to £19750.

The report was noted.

3 The use of AI in Town and Community Councils in Wales

To demonstrate the capability of AI, Microsoft CoPilot had been asked to produce a summary report. AI offers a practical tool for the local council sector. But there are risks associated with the rapid advance of the technology. AI generated content must be checked especially if reliance is to be placed on the content for decision making or publication. AI should be used responsibly, following digital guidance, and maintaining human oversight.

The report was noted.

4 External Audit Report 2025-26 Financial Year

The external audit of the Annual Return for the year ending 31 March has been completed by Audit Wales. The Auditor General for Wales has issued an unqualified audit opinion.

The Notice of Conclusion of Audit and Right to Inspect has been published on the website and noticeboard together with a copy of the Certified Annual Return and Audit Opinion.

It was resolved to approve and accept the Certified Annual Return.

In respect of other matters, it was agreed to note that Audit Wales has drawn attention to the negative assertion to Question 1 on the Annual Governance Statement and that the matter is referred as a priority to the new Council to address following the elections in May 2027.

5 Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru – Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2027-28

The DBCC had published the draft report setting the determinations on pay, expenses, and benefits for local authorities, including community and town councils for the 2027-28 financial year. The mandatory extra costs payments of £156 and office consumables of £52 remain unchanged. The Town Council had previously resolved not to pay the optional allowances apart from the Mayor’s allowance, and any out of county borough travel. In 2027-28 payments will be made after the AGM following the elections in May 2027.

The report was noted


61 	PLANNING MATTERS

A list of all planning applications received since the last Town Council in September 2026 was included on the agenda as confirmation of consultation by the Local Planning
Authority. The applications are circulated as soon as received from CCBC on an individual basis and it is for Members to identify any matters they wish to raise before the expiry of the 21 day consultation period.

It was noted that an objection had been submitted in respect of application 26/0645/COU due to lack of parking and late night noise and nuisance.

Councillor J Fussell declared an interest as member of the CCBC Planning Committee.

Councillor J Grenfell declared an interest as a member of the CCBC Planning Committee.

62 	PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

1 List of payments were noted and approved.
2 Bank account balances were noted.

63 	CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence

64 	MEMBER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE REPORTS

There were no requests.

65 	NOTICE OF MOTION

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor A Broughton Pettit and seconded by Councillor J Pettit.

“That the Council agrees in principle to the development of a Proms in the Park event for Caerphilly 2027 and asks the clerk to liaise with the Caerphilly County Borough Council events team regarding a detailed proposal and bring this back to the council, with the intention that the event be funded from the budget previously set aside for the fireworks event that will not take place in 2027”

The proposer outlined the proposal for a Proms in the Park referring to the supporting documents that had been circulated.

Members were supportive of the idea and felt this warranted further consideration but warned about the budget and practical considerations of arranging a major event that were beyond the resources of the council. The Notice of Motion was not the appropriate mechanism on which to base a decision that would commit the council.
CCBC had convened a Caerphilly Town Based Events Forum on 4 November (4pm Caerphilly Library) and included on the agenda “New event ideas / themes / suggestions”. This presented a timely opportunity for the proposer of the motion to engage with CCBC on the Proms in Park idea. Members advocated this as an appropriate way forward. It was noted that the Tour de France was also on the agenda which would be passing through Caerphilly on 4 July 2027. The outcomes from this meeting would in due course be reported to the council’s Events Working Group as there may be implications / considerations for the 2027/28 Sponsored Events Budget.
In light of the discussion the proposer agreed to withdraw the Notice of Motion.
The meeting closed at 8.25 pm.












