														
C Y N G O R  T R E F  C A E R F F I L I
C A E R P H I L L Y  T O W N  C O U N C I L  
																							
CLERC Y TREF: 									     MAER Y TREF:
TOWN CLERK:									     TOWN MAYOR: 
P G Davy		                							     Cllr M Prew

											 12th January 2026
						
An Ordinary Meeting of the Caerphilly Town Council will be held on Monday 19th January 2026 at 6.30 pm by Multi Location

Any Member requiring further information on any item should contact me before the Meeting.

Phil Davy
Town Clerk    


A G E N D A


1.	To note Members’ attendance and to receive any apologies for absence.

2.	Declarations of Interest in any item.

3.	To receive and if thought fit to confirm the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting 
held on Monday 17th November 2025.	.			. 

4.	Matters arising from the Minutes if not covered by the Agenda.
	
5.	COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS
	
6.	TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

7.	ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

8.	TOWN CLERK’S REPORTS

	8.1	Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2026 – 27
	8.2 	Council Tax Base 2026/27
	8.3	Events / CIL Working Group
														

Address: The Twyn Community Centre The Twyn Caerphilly CF83 IJL
Telephone: Caerphilly 07950 935822
 E-mail: caerphillytowncouncil@outlook.com
                       Office hours: By Appointment Monday to Friday


 
 9.	PLANNING MATTERS

10.	PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

	10.1	List of Payments
	10.2	Bank Account Balances
	10.3	Applications for Financial Assistance

11.	CORRESPONDENCE

12.	MEMBERS REQUESTS FOR FUTURE REPORTS




























The meeting will be held in accordance with Section 47 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 by multi location.
Any member of the public or media wishing to attend this meeting by remote access should contact the Town Clerk at:
caerphillytowncouncil@outlook.com
All documentation about and relating to this and any other Town Council meeting undertaken by hybrid format or fully by remote access will be made available on the Town Council website:
www.caerphillytowncouncil.co.uk



														

C Y N G O R   T R E F   C A E R F F I L I
C A E R F F I L I   T O W N   C O U N C I L
														
CLERC Y TREF: 									     MAER Y TREF:
TOWN CLERK:									     TOWN MAYOR: 
P G Davy		                							     Cllr M Prew

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE CAERPHILLY TOWN COUNCIL HELD BY MULTI LOCATION ON 17TH NOVEMBER 2025

Present:

Councillors P J Bevan, M Downes, J Fussell, J Grenfell, S Kent, C Lewis, A Broughton Pettit, J Pettit, M Prew, D Roberts

Apologies:

Councillors, C Elsbury, P Reed

In Attendance:

P G Davy, Town Clerk

64 	MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20TH OCTOBER 2025

Minutes of the Ordinary Town Council Meeting held on 20th October 2025 were received, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

65	MATTERS ARISING

No matters arising

66 	COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS

A written report had been received from Gwent Police which highlighted:

· Extra patrols in the lead up to and during Halloween and Bonfire Night which 
had been largely incident free
· Incidents of shoplifting at Aldi, B&M Bargains and Currys, investigations ongoing
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                       Office hours: By Appointment Monday to Friday


· Increase in vehicles being abandoned
· Crime prevention event to promote the Neighbourhood Alert Scheme

Members raised the following:

·  Enforcement action relating to irresponsible use of fireworks
·  Restricted size of disabled parking bay adjacent to Abbey National, Cardiff    
 Road

67	TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor had attended the Remembrance Day Service. He thanked Councillors J Fussell, J Grenfell, and S Kent for the support provided, Members commented on the display of poppies on the Castle Bank arranged by the local Royal British Legion.
The Deputy Mayor had attended the Twinning Association AGM.

68	ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

Information was requested on the public toilets at the station which are currently closed.
69	TOWN CLERK’S REPORTS

1 Budget Estimates 2026-2027

The Town Clerk outlined the assumptions on which the budget estimates were based. A budget expenditure of £133195 is proposed for 2026-2027 which is an increase of £17500 on the revised projected expenditure for the current year.

Income is projected at £108685 resulting in a contribution from reserves of £24510 to achieve a balanced budget. Prudent use of balances avoids the need to increase the precept. However balances can only be used once and in the future it may be necessary to adopt a different budget strategy involving an increase in the precept, or reducing expenditure through savings, or a combination of both.

It was resolved:

1 To approve the budget estimates for 2026-2027 set out in the tables attached to the report, which includes to fully fund the Christmas event organised by CCBC and featuring the Lantern Parade, Christmas Lights switch on and a fireworks display.

2 To set a precept of £15.50 for Band D properties for 2026-2027 which is estimated to generate £99185 (subject to confirmation on receipt of the Council Tax Base for the new financial year).

3 To update the budget as necessary following completion of the year end accounts in April 2026.

4 To approve a donation of £2000 to the Mayor’s charity, Gwent Cardiac Rehabilitation Trust for the financial 2025-2026, for which provision has been made in the budget.

2 Standing Orders
A comprehensive review and rewriting of the Standing Orders had been undertaken that reflect the council’s current working practices.


It was resolved to adopt the Standing Orders that were set out in the report and will have immediate effect and replace all previous versions. The Standing Orders will be subject to periodic review, or revised as a consequence of a change in circumstances in the working practices of the Town Council.

3 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
Under the CIL regulations any levy not spent by the council within 5 years of receipt must be repaid to the charging authority (CCBC). The council has spent more than 50% of the CIL received but due to the timing and erratic amounts received claw back of £7742 was now due. The council has provisionally earmarked CIL to support the Castle circular path project but timing is uncertain and the council is not leading on the scheme. In view of these considerations CCBC has decided not to recover CIL funds at this time,

It was agreed to note the position on CIL claw back and to convene the CIL Working Group to consider other projects that may be pursued if it is determined it is no longer prudent to hold funds against the Castle circular path to avoid CIL being returned to CCBC in the future.

70 	PLANNING MATTERS

A list of all planning applications received since the last Town Council in October 2025 was included on the agenda as confirmation of consultation by the Local Planning Authority. The applications are circulated as soon as received from CCBC on an individual basis and it is for Members to identify any matters they wish to raise before the expiry of the 21 day consultation period.
Councillor J Fussell declared an interest a member of the CCBC Planning Committee

71	PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

1 List of payments were noted and approved.
2 Bank account balances were noted.
3 Applications for Financial Assistance

Caerphilly Tennis Club
A grant of £1500 was awarded. Expenditure authorised under Local Government Act 1972 section 137. Members requested that the Club should acknowledge the support from the Town Council in any publicity / plaques relating to the funding of the resurfacing of the tennis courts. 

72	CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence, other than the request from CCBC to consider additional funding to support town centre events dealt with as part of estimates report (agenda item 8.1).
73 	MEMBER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE REPORTS

There were no requests.

The meeting closed at 7.20 pm.




Agenda Item 8.1
Report to Town Council 19 January 2026
Local Government Act 1972 Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2026-27

Section 137(1) of the Local Government Act 1972 permits each Community and Town Council to incur expenditure for purposes for which it has no other specific powers if the Council considers that the expenditure is in the interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, the area or any part of it, or all or some of its in habitants, providing that the benefit is commensurate with the expenditure incurred. Community and Town Councils are also permitted under section 137(3) to incur expenditure for certain charitable and other purposes. The maximum expenditure that can be incurred under both section 137(1) and (3) for the financial year 2026-27 will be £11.60 per elector (£11.10 in 2025-26).

The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 includes provision which enables “eligible community councils” to exercise the General Power of Competence. Community and Town Councils exercising the General Power of Competence are not subject to an expenditure limit, but other conditions apply. The S137 limit applies to Caerphilly Town Council.

The report is for information.

Phil Davy
Town Clerk


Agenda Item 8.2
Report to Town Council 19 January 2026
Council Tax Base Notification

Caerphilly County Borough Council notified the Town Council on 23 December 2025 that the council tax base for 2026/27 is 6,441.25 Band D equivalent dwellings. 
The Town Council approved the budget estimates for 2026/27 at the council meeting in November 2025 and set a precept of £15.50. On the basis of the notified council tax base this will generate an income of £99839. The estimates assumed the council tax income would be £99185, the same as the current year 2025/26. There will therefore be an increase of £654 which is not a material difference and will have minimal impact on the income and expenditure projections for 2026/27.

It is recommended that Members note the precept of £15.50 for Band D properties will generate £99839 council tax income for 2026/27.

Phil Davy
Town Clerk







Agenda Item 8.3
Report to Town Council 19 January 2026
Events / CIL Working Group

A meeting of the Events / CIL Working Group was held on 7 January 2026. The notes from the meeting are attached. The following recommendations arise from the Working Group.

1 A budget of £18000 has been approved for sponsoring events and the following allocations are recommended for approval:

									  £
Caerphilly Food Festival (18.4.26)				500
Pride Caerffili (4.7.26)						400
Flower Festival (19/20/21.6.26)				         7000
Caerphilly Cheese Festival (29/30.8.26)			         1750
Menter Iaith Summer Event (Ffilifest) (TBC)		         1300
Caerphilly Sports Awards (TBC)					  50
St David’s Day (1.3.26)					         1000
Unallocated							         6000

In addition to the above a separate budget of £27000 has been approved by the Town Council to support a 2 day Christmas Event (20/21.11.26) incorporating the Christmas Lights switch on, Lantern Parade, Christmas Fair and fireworks to be organised by the CCBC Events Team.

2 Any sponsorship for Megaday from the unallocated sum will be subject to a further report pending receipt of information on the location of the 2026 event.

3 The Town Council’s role in financially supporting events should be promoted through the use of banners, press releases, and acknowledgements in event advertising.

4 The allocation of £1000 for St David’s Day (recommendation 1 above) be used to purchase daffodil motifs and bunting to be used primarily on the railings around the Twyn.

5 Information be sought on the progress of the Castle circular footpath in order that a decision can be made whether to continue to hold CIL monies for this project.

6 To note the position on CIL clawback and depending on recommendation 5 if necessary to redirect the monies to other projects, that are both deliverable and compliant with the CIL Regulations.

7 To note a re-tender of the Christmas Lights / Christmas Tree contract will be required during the year to commence for three years from 2026. To agree that the tender list will be restricted to the three companies that are pre-approved by CCBC to work on their street lights.

8 To note a re-tender of the summer floral displays will be required during the year to commence for three years in the summer of 2027. To agree to enhance the scheme by the 


incorporation of the existing and new fixed planters (proposed for Station Terrace) which currently have no formal maintenance arrangements.

Phil Davy
Town Clerk

Notes of Events / CIL Working Group held on 7 January 2026 by remote access

Present:
Councillor P J Bevan, M Downes, J Fussell, J Grenfell, A Broughton Pettit, J Pettit, D Roberts

In Attendance:
P G Davy, Town Clerk

Review of Events 2025
It was noted that the Town Council has moved away from being an event organiser to solely an event financial sponsor. Prior to making any decisions to organise future events the staff resources, event funding and precept implications will need to be addressed.

Events in 2026
The Town Council will not directly organise and manage any events. 
A budget of £18000 has been approved for sponsoring events in 2026.

The Working Group agreed to recommend the following allocations:

											  £
Caerphilly Food Festival (18.4.26 – organiser CCBC)				500
Pride Caerffili (4.7.26 – organiser CCBC)					400
Flower Festival (19/20/21.6.26 – organiser local churches)		          7000
Caerphilly Cheese Festival (29/30.8.26 – organiser CCBC)		          1750
Menter Iaith Summer Event (Ffilifest) TBC				          1300
Caerphilly Sports Awards (TBC – organiser CCBC)				   50
Unallocated									          7000

A recommendation in respect of Megaday was deferred pending information as to the event location in 2026.

In addition the Town Council at the November 2025 meeting approved financial support of £27000 for a two day Christmas Event incorporating the Christmas Lights switch on, Lantern Parade, Christmas Fairand fireworks (20/21.11.26 – organiser CCBC).

Various suggestions were made to promote the Town Council’s role in financially supporting events including promotional banners, press releases, and acknowledgements in event advertising. 

St David’s Day Celebration
The Working Group agreed to recommend that £1000 from the unallocated sum in the Sponsored Events budget is used to purchase daffodil motifs and bunting. These will be 


displayed on railings and focused around the Twyn. Other ideas may be explored for future years such as sponsoring a St David’s Day concert. 
 
CIL Funding Position
The potential for increasing clawback of CIL payments was outlined in the absence of any project expenditure. An assessment of whether the Castle circular footpath is likely to proceed within a reasonable timescale is required. This is a project that would be compliant 
with the CIL regulations. However to avoid clawback new projects need to be identified which could be implemented quickly if it is concluded that the circular footpath is unlikely to progress. 

CIL Projects
The CIL Regulations stipulate that CIL receipts must be used to fund infrastructure to support the development of the area. 

A number of ideas were suggested. The Town Council owns no land or buildings which means that third party permissions will be necessary. The focus should be the public realm and potentially projects already identified by CCBC but where funding is yet to be secured.

Re-tender Christmas Lights / Christmas Tree
The Working Group noted the procurement of a new 3 year contract is required to commence in Christmas 2026. Tenders will only be invited from those companies pre approved by CCBC to work on their street lights.

Re-tender Summer Floral Displays
The Working Group noted the procurement for a new 3 year contract is required to commence in summer 2027. The Working Group supported a specification review to include existing and new fixed planters (proposed for Station Terrace).

Phil Davy
Town Clerk



















Agenda Item 8.4
Report to Town Council 19th January 2026
Q3 Budget Monitoring 2025-26 Financial Year

Comparison of actual expenditure to annual estimate for the period 1st April 2025 to 31st December 2025

	Main Budget Heads
	Q3 Actual £
	Annual Estimate £

	Mayor’s Allowance
	675.00
	900.00

	Members Allowances
	2288.00
	2500.00

	Training
	65.00
	1000.00

	Staff Costs
	19938.06
	25865.00

	Travelling Expenses
	0
	200.00

	Audit Fees
	230.00
	1800.00

	Insurance
	1067.44
	1500.00

	Office Costs
	6877.70
	11450.00

	Sponsored Events
	9388.25
	19000.00

	Floodlighting St Martins Church
	0
	400.00

	Fireworks Display
	0
	20000.00

	Charity Donation
	2000.00
	4000.00

	Floral Displays
	14000.00
	17500.00

	Christmas Lights
	5552.44
	6000.00

	Lantern Parade/Switch on Event
	0
	15000.00

	Financial Assistance 
	3440.00
	6000.00

	Sports Scheme
	5000.00
	5000.00

	Newsletter
	1300.00
	900.00

	Elections
	0
	0

	Miscellaneous
	1399.00
	1000.00

	VAT
	4500.44
	Included above

	CIL Projects
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	77721.33
	140015.00



   					       £
Budget				140,015.00
Actual expenditure to 31.12.25        77721.33		   	  
56% of original estimate 

(At the time of preparing report invoice from CCBC for Lantern Parade/Switch On Event hadn't been received.  If the £15000 sponsorship is included, expenditure for Q3 increases to 66%)









Agenda Item 9
Report to Town Council 19 January 2026
Planning Matters

This is a list of all planning applications received since the last Town Council meeting in November 2025. The applications were circulated to Members as soon as received from CCBC. They are included on the agenda as confirmation of consultation by the Local Planning Authority. No further discussion is required as in most cases the deadline for response has already passed. Where representations have been made on any planning application they are noted.

25/0770/HH 29 Y Dolydd, Watford, Caerphilly CF83 1NT
Erect single storey side extension

25/0785/FULL Caerphilly Indoor Market, 5 Pentrebane Street, Caerphilly CF83 1FR
Demolish existing market and associated structures, erect a mixed use development, including up to 72 residential apartments, flexible retail units (A1/A2/A3), co-working office space (B1a), landscaping, engineering and associated works

25/0677/HH 83 Pontygwindy Road, Caerphilly CF83 3HG
Erect single storey rear extension

25/0861/FULL McDonalds Restaurants Ltd, Unit C, Crossways Park, Parc Pontypandy
Refurbish and redecorate elevations with the relocation of the entrance and the introduction of a new access door and replacement glazing, new aluminium classing to  drive thru booths with associated works

25/0822/CLPU Unit 8, Gallagher Retail Park, Parc Pontypandy, Caerphilly CF83 3GX
Obtain a Lawful Development Certificate for the proposed installation of 133kw roof mounted solar PV

25/0846/CLPU 4 Lon y deri, Caerphilly CF83 1DS
Obtain Certificate of Lawful Proposed Development for extension to side and rear of property

25/0862/CLPU 9 Heol Gwaun Rhos, Caerphilly CF83 3 ER
Obtain a Lawful Development Certificate for proposed single storey extension

25/0892/HH 25 Davies Drive, Caerphilly CF83 3RG
Erect two storey rear infill extension











Agenda Item 10.1
Report to Town Council 19th January 2026
List of Payments

	Cheque No
	Payee
	In Respect of
	Amount £

	Debit Card
	Security of local Council Clerks
	Online Conference
	78.00

	Internet
	EE Ltd
	Mobile Phone
	12.80

	Direct Debit
	Sage (UK) Ltd
	Payroll Software
	13.20

	Internet
	BT
	Broadband Service
	45.44

	Internet
	T & CC Liaison Committee 
	Subscription
	100.00

	Internet
	HMRC
	Income Tax & NI
	906.83

	Internet
	Admin Assistant
	Salary November
	404.73

	Internet
	Town Clerk
	Salary November
	899.46

	Internet
	M. Prew
	Mayor’s Allowance
	150.00

	Direct Debit
	NEST
	Pension November
	36.87

	304280
	Caerphilly Tennis Club
	Grant
	1500.00

	Internet
	Twyn Community Centre
	Rent & Room Hire 
Q4 24/25 
	840.00

	Internet
	Elsbury Access Platforms
	Christmas Tree
	2001.50

	Internet
	Elsbury Access Platforms
	Christmas Lights
	2567.28 (50%)

	Internet
	The Twyn Community Centre
	Rent & Room Hire (Q2)
	820.00

	Internet
	EE Ltd
	Mobile Phone
	12.80

	Internet
	BT
	Broadband Service
	60.98

	Direct Debit
	Sage (UK) Ltd
	Payroll Software
	13.20

	Internet
	Drake AV Video Ltd
	Maintenance Contract
	1124.54

	Internet
	HMRC
	Income Tax & NI
	1041.78

	Internet
	Adin Assistant
	Salary December
	242.33

	Internet
	Town Clerk
	Salary December
	899.46

	Internet
	M Prew
	Mayor’s Allowance
	75.00

	Direct Debit
	NEST
	Pension December
	36.87

	Internet
	Mr Flag
	4 Welsh Dragon Flags
	472.80

	Internet
	Twyn Community Centre
	Rent & Room Hire (Q3)
	820.00

	Internet
	Digital Systems UK Ltd
	Printing
	67.43

	304281
	Gwent Cardiac Rehabilitation Trust Fund
	Mayor’s Charity Donation
	2000.00



It is recommended that Members note and approve the payments.


Agenda Item 10.2
Report to Town Council 19th January 2026
Bank Account Balances

Bank account balances as at 1st January 2026
                                                                     
                          								     £
Charity and Community Bank Account                          	           76175.56
Corporate Instant Deposit (operational reserves)                               51,971.33
Corporate Instant Deposit (restricted reserves)                                  25,534.05

Members to note the information





