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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE CAERPHILLY TOWN COUNCIL HELD BY MULTI LOCATION ON 17TH NOVEMBER 2025

Present:

Councillors P J Bevan, M Downes, J Fussell, J Grenfell, S Kent, C Lewis, A Broughton Pettit, J Pettit, M Prew, D Roberts

Apologies:

Councillors, C Elsbury, P Reed

In Attendance:

P G Davy, Town Clerk

64 	MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20TH OCTOBER 2025

Minutes of the Ordinary Town Council Meeting held on 20th October 2025 were received, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

65	MATTERS ARISING

No matters arising

66 	COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS

A written report had been received from Gwent Police which highlighted:

· Extra patrols in the lead up to and during Halloween and Bonfire Night which 
had been largely incident free
· Incidents of shoplifting at Aldi, B&M Bargains and Currys, investigations ongoing
														

Address: TheTwyn Community Centre The Twyn Caerphilly CF83 IJL
Telephone: Caerphilly 07950 935822
 E-mail: caerphillytowncouncil@outlook.com
                       Office hours: By Appointment Monday to Friday


· Increase in vehicles being abandoned
· Crime prevention event to promote the Neighbourhood Alert Scheme

Members raised the following:

·  Enforcement action relating to irresponsible use of fireworks
·  Restricted size of disabled parking bay adjacent to Abbey National, Cardiff    
 Road

67	TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor had attended the Remembrance Day Service. He thanked Councillors J Fussell, J Grenfell, and S Kent for the support provided, Members commented on the display of poppies on the Castle Bank arranged by the local Royal British Legion.
The Deputy Mayor had attended the Twinning Association AGM.

68	ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

Information was requested on the public toilets at the station which are currently closed.
69	TOWN CLERK’S REPORTS

1 Budget Estimates 2026-2027

The Town Clerk outlined the assumptions on which the budget estimates were based. A budget expenditure of £133195 is proposed for 2026-2027 which is an increase of £17500 on the revised projected expenditure for the current year.

Income is projected at £108685 resulting in a contribution from reserves of £24510 to achieve a balanced budget. Prudent use of balances avoids the need to increase the precept. However balances can only be used once and in the future it may be necessary to adopt a different budget strategy involving an increase in the precept, or reducing expenditure through savings, or a combination of both.

It was resolved:

1 To approve the budget estimates for 2026-2027 set out in the tables attached to the report, which includes to fully fund the Christmas event organised by CCBC and featuring the Lantern Parade, Christmas Lights switch on and a fireworks display.

2 To set a precept of £15.50 for Band D properties for 2026-2027 which is estimated to generate £99185 (subject to confirmation on receipt of the Council Tax Base for the new financial year).

3 To update the budget as necessary following completion of the year end accounts in April 2026.

4 To approve a donation of £2000 to the Mayor’s charity, Gwent Cardiac Rehabilitation Trust for the financial 2025-2026, for which provision has been made in the budget.

2 Standing Orders
A comprehensive review and rewriting of the Standing Orders had been undertaken that reflect the council’s current working practices.

It was resolved to adopt the Standing Orders that were set out in the report and will have immediate effect and replace all previous versions. The Standing Orders will be subject to periodic review, or revised as a consequence of a change in circumstances in the working practices of the Town Council.

3 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
Under the CIL regulations any levy not spent by the council within 5 years of receipt must be repaid to the charging authority (CCBC). The council has spent more than 50% of the CIL received but due to the timing and erratic amounts received claw back of £7742 was now due. The council has provisionally earmarked CIL to support the Castle circular path project but timing is uncertain and the council is not leading on the scheme. In view of these considerations CCBC has decided not to recover CIL funds at this time,

It was agreed to note the position on CIL claw back and to convene the CIL Working Group to consider other projects that may be pursued if it is determined it is no longer prudent to hold funds against the Castle circular path to avoid CIL being returned to CCBC in the future.

70 	PLANNING MATTERS

A list of all planning applications received since the last Town Council in October 2025 was included on the agenda as confirmation of consultation by the Local Planning Authority. The applications are circulated as soon as received from CCBC on an individual basis and it is for Members to identify any matters they wish to raise before the expiry of the 21 day consultation period.
Councillor J Fussell declared an interest a member of the CCBC Planning Committee

71	PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

1 List of payments were noted and approved.
2 Bank account balances were noted.
3 Applications for Financial Assistance

Caerphilly Tennis Club
A grant of £1500 was awarded. Expenditure authorised under Local Government Act 1972 section 137. Members requested that the Club should acknowledge the support from the Town Council in any publicity / plaques relating to the funding of the resurfacing of the tennis courts. 

72	CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence, other than the request from CCBC to consider additional funding to support town centre events dealt with as part of estimates report (agenda item 8.1).
73 	MEMBER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE REPORTS

There were no requests.

The meeting closed at 7.20 pm.

