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TOWN CLERK:									     TOWN MAYOR: 
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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE CAERPHILLY TOWN COUNCIL HELD BY MULTI LOCATION ON 20TH OCTOBER  2025

Present:

Councillors, J Fussell, J Grenfell, S Kent, C Lewis, A Broughton Pettit, J Pettit, M Prew
D Roberts

Apologies:

Councillors, M Downes, P Reed, PJ Bevan, C Elsbury

In Attendance:

R Williams Llamau

J Spokes Gwent Police

P G Davy, Town Clerk

Prior to the start of the meeting, there was a presentation on the work of Llamau, a Wales based homelessness charity founded in 1986.  The organisation particularly supports vulnerable young people and women - care leavers, people involved with the criminal justice system, people subject to domestic abuse, and people with chaotic and disadvantaged lifestyles.  The charity receives funding via the Supporting People Programme.  They are keen to encourage more referrals.

54	MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 15TH SEPTEMBER 2025

Minutes of the Ordinary Town Council meeting held on 15th September 2025 were received, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.


														

Address: The Twyn Community Centre The Twyn Caerphilly CF83 IJL
Telephone: Caerphilly 07950 935822
 E-mail: caerphillytowncouncil@outlook.com
                       Office hours: By Appointment Monday to Friday


55	MATTERS ARISING

Minute 49.2.2 It had not been possible to identify suitable alternative locations for the displaced rail planters. The scheme will therefore proceed as specified in option 1 of the report presented to the Town Council in September 2025 and a revised cost will be obtained from the contractor.
56 	COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS

A written report had been received from Gwent Police which highlighted:
· In September there had been 195 incidents of recorded crime and 6 ASB (nuisance) in Morgan Jones Ward and 42 crime and 8 ASB in St Martins Ward
· Regular patrols in Churchill Park, Morgan Jones Park, and Gallagher retail park. There had been further reports of ebikes in Morgan Jones Park
· Operation Footfall has continued to tackle crime and ASB in the town centre
· Additional patrols in Pentrebane Street due to ASB of youths entering building site
· Patrols planned in the run up to Halloween and Bonfire Night
· Police presence at political protest held in Twyn car park, no arrests
Members raised:
· ASB on the railway station platform, this was a matter for the British Transport Police
57	TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor had officially opened the Axcaliber Gym and had attended a birthday party for a lady who had reached 100 years. The Mayor would be attending Megaday on 25.10.25 at the Bedwas Workmens Hall.
58	ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

Concern was raised about the frequency of emptying of dog waste bins and information was requested from CCBC.
59	TOWN CLERK’S REPORTS

1 Q2 Budget Monitoring 2025/26 Financial Year
Expenditure in the period 1 April 2025 to 30 September 2025 was £39433.02 which represents 28% of the budget approved in November 2024. The report was noted.
2 Flag Flying Update
The expenditure incurred in the purchase of flags was noted together with the flag days agreed by the Town Council.  Councillor J Grenfell was thanked for taking responsibility for flying the flags on the respective days.  Maintenance was required to the flagpoles which was the responsibility of CCBC.  The Cymru flags were in need of replacement. Councillor J Grenfell agreed to investigate suitable replacements and would liaise with the Town Clerk in respect of cost and placing an order.


3 Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru – Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026/27

The DBCC had published the draft report setting the determinations on pay, expenses, and benefits for local authorities, including community and town councils. The mandatory extra costs payment of £156 and office consumables of £52 remain unchanged. The Town Council had previously resolved not to pay the optional allowances apart from the Mayor’s allowance, and any out of county borough travel.
The report was noted.
4 External Audit Report 2024/25 Financial Year
The external audit of the Annual Return for the year ending 31 March 2025 has been completed by Audit Wales.  The Auditor General for Wales has issued an unqualified audit opinion. 
The Notice of Conclusion of Audit and Right to Inspect has been published on the website and noticeboard together with a copy of the Certified Annual Return and Audit Opinion.
It was resolved to approve and accept the Certified Annual Return.
In relation to the other matters and recommendations drawn to the council’s attention it was agreed:
1 To reaffirm previous decisions not to join One Voice Wales and therefore the council is precluded from applying the model standing orders due to copyright. 
2 The Town Clerk will undertake a comparative exercise to update standing orders. The financial regulations were comprehensively updated in 2023 and no further action is required at this time.
3 The minutes relating to the budget report in November each year will highlight the estimated total precept figure. On receipt of the council tax base from CCBC a report will be made to the next available council meeting (normally January) on the actual amount and depending on the variance make appropriate adjustments in the budget approved in the preceding November.
4 The Mayor’s annual allowance to be paid through the payroll with tax being collected through the PAYE system subject to the Mayor providing all necessary personal information to be entered onto the payroll.
5 To note the recommendation from Audit Wales in respect of the negative assertion to Q1 on the AGS but to take no further action at this time.
5 Update on actions to support the role, governance and accountability of the community and town council sector 
The report drew attention to the written statement from Jayne Bryant, Cabinet Secretary for Housing and Local Government. 
The report was for information.




60 	PLANNING MATTERS

A list of all planning applications received since the last Town Council in September 2025 was included on the agenda as confirmation of consultation by the Local Planning Authority. The applications are circulated as soon as received from CCBC on an individual basis and it is for Members to identify any matters they wish to raise before the expiry of the 21 day consultation period.
Pre application consultation 
Nantycalch Farm, Warren Drive, Caerphilly CF83 1HS
Proposed demolition of existing farm buildings and redevelopment of the site to deliver 100% affordable housing scheme together with associated access road, landscaping and amenity space
It was agreed to object to the development as it undermines the protection of the green gap between Caerphilly and Cardiff as a consequence of a further urban extension, impact on the habitat of protected species, generate additional traffic, and increased surface water run off. 
Councillor J Fussell declared an interest as member of the CCBC Planning Committee.
61 	PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

1 List of payments were noted and approved.
2 Bank account balances were noted.
62 	CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence.
63	MEMBER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE REPORTS

There were no requests.

The meeting closed at 7.40 pm.










