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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE CAERPHILLY 
TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT THE TWYN COMMUNITY CENTRE 
ON MONDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2019
Present: 

Councillors P J Bevan, C Elsbury, S Kent, J Hibbert, J Grenfell, H Jackson, S Morgan, J Fussell, J Pritchard, R Bidgood

Apologies:

Councillors M Prew, S Hodder

In Attendance:

J McDonnell Gwent Police

P G Davy Town Clerk

The meeting was chaired by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor H Jackson
Prior to the start of the meeting Sean Davies from Sports Caerphilly provided feedback on the Summer Sports Scheme. Due to the sponsorship from the Town Council 58 children were able to access free places, for two weeks. 

46
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 15TH JULY 2019
Minutes of the Ordinary Town Council Meeting held on Monday 15th July 2019 were received, confirmed, and signed.

47
MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.

48 
COMMUNITY SAFETY MATTERS
Gwent Police reported on the following:

· There had been a spate of lead thefts from the roofs of shops in the town centre.  Night time patrols had been increased. A request had been received from the CSO for funding additional security measures. However the Town Council was unable to provide funding for individual business premises.

· Thefts from vehicles in the St Martin’s Road area and bulk shop thefts. An arrest had been made.

· Requests for extended opening times of licensed premises during the Rugby World Cup.

· The Irontrack operation had been deployed at the Cwtch public house. This involved swabbing customers as a condition of entry checking for evidence of drugs. Enforcement of the night time taxi rank was still causing a problem.
· Two homeless males were sleeping rough in the town centre. Both individuals were engaging with the police.

· Operational orders had been issued for Halloween and Bonfire Night. 8 officers would be deployed for the evening of the Fireworks Display at the Castle.

· An operation was current to address the car cruising problems on the Gallagher 
       Retail Park

· Statistical information was provided on the number of traffic related incidents on 
       Pontygwindy Road. CCBC had been requested to monitor weekly traffic flows. 

In addition Members raised concerns on the following:
· Off road bikes 

· Speeding on Van Road, St Martins Road, Llon y Llyn

· Crowds blocking the pavement outside the Cwtch

· Drug use at Churchill Park

49 
TOWN MAYOR’S DIARY
The Mayor had attended Megaday.

The Caerffili in Bloom group had won their category in the Wales in Bloom competition and had been awarded a Silver Gilt. Members recorded their congratulations and thanks to all the community groups and businesses involved. 

50 
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
Turn the Town Pink for Breast Cancer Awareness will be on 4th October. The Twyn Community Centre and the Castle will be lit accordingly.

Concerns were raised about streetlights being turned off between 12.00 midnight and 5.30am. However this was a cost saving measure introduced by CCBC due to budget pressures.

Councillor Simon Morgan left the meeting at 7.35pm during this agenda item.
Concerns were raised about overhanging trees onto the pavement at Llon y Llyn, Prince’s Avenue and at the corner of St Martin’s Road and Watford Road and will be referred to CCBC.

51 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORTS
1 Q1 Budget Monitoring 

The Q1 budget monitoring report was noted.

2 Events Working Group

The actions outlined in the notes from the Events Working Group were confirmed.

3 Replacement of Multi Function Printer (MFP)

As a result of upgrading the PCs to Windows 10 it has been discovered that there are compatibility issues with the MFP. The latter is six years old and now an obsolete model. The cost options of outright purchase or lease were discussed. It was resolved to replace the MFP with a new model by outright purchase at £3500 (plus VAT). This is unbudgeted expenditure which will be funded from unrestricted reserves.

52 
PLANNING MATTERS
The following planning applications were considered and comments made as follows:

19/0706/FULL – no objections

19/0712/FULL – no objections

19/0722/ADV – no objections

19/0726/FULL – no objections

19/0744/FULL – deferred as Members wished to view site before making comments

19/0750/FULL – no objections

19/0755/FULL – no objections

Councillor J Fussell declared an interest and took no part in the discussion or decision making on any of the applications.

Councillor C Elsbury declared an interest and took no part in the discussion or decision making on any of the applications.

Councillor J Grenfell declared an interest in application 19/0726/FULL and took no part in the discussion or decision making on this application.

53 
PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL MATTERS
1 
List of payments were noted and approved.
2 
Bank account balances were noted. The 2019 CIL receipt of £7379 was being held in the Community Direct Plus Account pending receipt of an invoice.

3 
There were no applications for financial assistance.

54
CORRESPONDENCE
An email had been received from Stagecoach explaining the changes to the routing and frequency of route 25. The changes came into effect on 1st September 2019. Members had received complaints from residents about the increased length of time to get to the Heath hospital using this service. It was resolved that a letter be sent to Stagecoach requesting reinstatement of the original service as the changes were detrimental to residents of Caerphilly and inviting a representative to meet with the Town Council.

55 
NOTICE OF MOTION
The motion was proposed by Councillor J Pritchard and seconded by Councillor S Kent. The Town Council voted in favour of the motion:

“The Town Council commits to plastic free alternatives and supports Plastic Free Caerphilly in its journey towards plastic free status with Surfers Against Sewage”

56 
MEMBER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE REPORTS
Arising from the discussion about the Summer Sports Scheme a report was requested on possible changes to the way the Town Council sponsorship is applied to enable more children to benefit from free places.

The meeting closed at 8.00pm
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